Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.010 Å; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.229; data-to-parameter ratio = 7.2.
Related literature
Derivatives of 2-acetamido-3-phenylacrylic acid are key intermates in the preparations of tanshinol (Wong et al. 1992; Xiao, et al. 2008a ), diaryl-3-hydroxy-2(5H)-furanones (Weber et al. 2002; Xiao et al. 2008b ) and benzylazauracil (Chen et al. 1993; Xiao, et al. 2008c) , which show anti-platelet aggregation, antifungal and antiviral activities, respectively.
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker SMART APEX areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes:
Cg1 is the centroid of the C1-C6 ring.
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. 
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Comment
Derivatives of 2-acetamido-3-phenylacrylic acid are key intermates for tanshinol (Wong et al. 1992; Xiao, et al. 2008a ), diaryl-3-hydroxy-2(5H)-furanones (Weber et al. 2002; Xiao et al. 2008b ) and benzylazauracil (Chen et al. 1993; Xiao, et al. 2008c) , which show anti-platelet aggregation, antifungal and antiviral activities, respectively. In the course of our work on screening for anticancers, we synthesized the title compound and herein reported its crystal structure. 
Experimental
The mixture of alpha-acetoaminocinnamic acid (2.35 g, 10 mmol) in 0.5M HCl (60 mL) was refluxed for 3 h. The resulting mixture was allowed to cool to room temperature and the resulting precipitate was collected by filtration. The crude product was dissolved in EtOAc and twofold volume of petroleum was added carefully. Colorless blocks of (I) suitable for singlecrystal structure determination was furnished after 2 d.
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with C-H of 0.93 Å for the aromatic atoms and =CH groups, 0.96 Å for the CH 3 groups, 0.82 Å for the OH groups and 0.86 Å for the NH groups. U iso (H) values were set at 1.2 times U eq (C) for aromatic C double bond C groups, 1.5 times U eq (C) for CH 3 and 1.5 times U eq (O) for O-H groups. Because the absolute structure parameter is meaningless with a rather poor accuracy, the chemical absolute configuration could not be determined unambiguously Figures   Fig. 1 . A view of (I), with the atom-numbering scheme and 30% probability displacement ellipsoids.
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Special details
Experimental. We have re-refined our data by using 'MERG 1' instruction to avoid Friedel opposites being merged. The absolute structure parameter is still meaningless, though the data/parameter (985/148) is higher than the former (895/148). 
